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[00:00:01 - 00:10:01] The Promise and the Down Payment
Foundational Concept: Christianity rests entirely on God's promises (covenant), requiring faith in the Promiser more than doctrinal correctness. The Holy Spirit serves as God's "earnest money"—His divine down payment guaranteeing our eternal inheritance.
Key Scripture: Ephesians 1:13-14 - "In whom ye also trusted...ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession."
Ellen White Reference: The speaker illustrates how God uses human business practices to confirm faith. When someone offers a substantial down payment (50% on a $40,000 house), we're convinced they mean business—they either complete the purchase or lose their deposit.
Reflective Questions:
1. How does viewing the Holy Spirit as God's "down payment" change your understanding of His commitment to you? 
· Hebrews 6:18 - "That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation."
2. Where do you place your confidence—in your own goodness and doctrines, or in God's promises? 
· Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 137 - Abraham sought "some visible token as a confirmation of his faith."

[00:10:01 - 00:30:01] God's Irrevocable Oath
Foundational Concept: God went to extraordinary lengths to remove doubt, using two irrevocable acts: His covenant promise to Abraham (ratified by blood sacrifice) and His sworn oath. Both guaranteed on pain of death that He would fulfill His word.
Key Scriptures:
· Genesis 15:17-18 - God's presence (smoking furnace and burning lamp) passed between the divided sacrifices, pledging His life to the covenant.
· Genesis 22:16 - "By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord."
· Hebrews 6:13-19 - God swore by Himself, providing "two irrevocable acts...to give powerful encouragement to us."
Ellen White References:
· Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 137 - God condescended to use "forms customary among men for the ratification of a solemn engagement."
· SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 1, p. 313 - "The lives of the animals pledged the lives of those participating in the covenant." God essentially declared: "I'll forfeit My life if I don't fulfill My promise."
Reflective Questions:
1. How does understanding that God pledged His own life for the covenant strengthen your faith when facing doubt? 
· Hebrews 6:19 - "Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast."
2. Why does God emphasize witnesses, oaths, and guarantees when dealing with humanity? 
· 2 Corinthians 1:20 - "For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us."

[00:30:01 - 00:46:18] The Living Guarantee
Foundational Concept: Unlike dead money or property, God gives us the "living guarantee"—the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Godhead. Having the Spirit means having Jesus Himself accessible to us personally, just as the disciples experienced His presence.
Key Scriptures:
· John 16:7 - "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you."
· John 14:17-18, 21 - Through the Spirit, Jesus Himself comes to manifest Himself to us.
· 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (Phillips) - "He has given us the living guarantee of the spirit in our hearts."
Ellen White References:
· Desire of Ages, p. 669 - "By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In this sense He would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high."
· Desire of Ages, pp. 668-669 - Christ sought "the most essential and complete gift...that would bring within their reach the boundless resources of grace."
The sermon paints vivid pictures: sitting with Mary at Jesus' feet during Sabbath school, watching Him multiply loaves, witnessing Lazarus emerge from the tomb, experiencing the Transfiguration, having Him wash your feet at the Last Supper. This is what having the Holy Spirit means—having Jesus personally accessible to you every moment.
Reflective Questions:
1. Do you approach each day conscious that Christ is accessible through the Spirit, or do you merely fulfill religious obligations? 
· Isaiah 30:21 - "Thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it."
2. What would change in your daily life if you truly believed Jesus walks with you through His Spirit as tangibly as He walked with the disciples? 
· Desire of Ages, p. 668 - Christ offers "the boundless resources of grace" through the Spirit's presence.

Christ-Centered Personal Appeal
Friend, God has gone to unimaginable lengths to convince you of His unfailing love and commitment. He ratified His covenant by pledging His own life between those severed sacrifices. He swore by Himself—staking His unchangeable character on His promises. And most remarkably, He left the third Person of the Godhead as your living guarantee, your divine down payment. The Holy Spirit in your heart is God saying, "I have given you Someone infinitely precious—I will never abandon you or forfeit this promise." Stop looking at your inadequacy, your failures, your unworthiness. God isn't asking if you're qualified; He's asking if you believe He is that good, that His promises are that certain. The same Jesus who sat with Mary, fed the multitudes, raised Lazarus, and washed the disciples' feet wants to be accessible to you every moment through His Spirit. Will you accept this boundless gift? Will you awaken tomorrow conscious that Emmanuel—God with us—walks beside you? The choice is yours. Believe the Promiser, trust His promises, and experience the joy, peace, and security of living with the Living Guarantee dwelling in your heart.

For deeper insights and delicate nuances, please listen to the complete audio sermon.
Comments or Questions? Contact Linden Lawrence: linden@pottershouse.us
Blessings!

