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Foundational Concepts
This sermon addresses a critical misunderstanding about justification by faith: whether we are justified entirely by God's grace or partially by our own merit. Many Christians readily accept forgiveness through grace but struggle to believe that being made righteous (just) also comes entirely by grace, not through proving ourselves through years of good behavior. The speaker shares his personal journey of clinging to a works-based righteousness while experiencing continued defeat, until discovering that Christ offers both salvation (pardon) and righteousness as gifts. The core truth: justification requires both emptying (forgiveness of sin) and filling (receiving Christ's righteousness), both accomplished by grace alone.

[00:00:01 - 00:10:11] Segment One: The Problem of Merit-Based Thinking
Key Scripture: Romans 11:6 - "And if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work."
Ellen White References:
· Christ Our Righteousness, p. 92: "They have not been instructed as they should have been, that Christ is unto them both salvation and righteousness."
· Christ Our Righteousness, p. 99: "The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to cover unconfessed and unforsaken sin. It is a principle of life that transforms the character and controls the conduct."
The speaker confesses believing for years that while forgiveness comes by grace, righteousness must be established through prolonged obedience. This led to spiritual defeat, hidden hatred, justification of mistreating others, and no genuine transformation. Despite understanding justification intellectually, he lacked Christ's righteousness as a "living principle" that transforms character and controls conduct. His sinful habits persisted or worsened, revealing that striving to prove oneself righteous is fundamentally different from receiving Christ's righteousness by faith.
Reflective Questions:
1. Do you find yourself accepting God's pardon while still trying to establish your own righteousness through years of obedient behavior? (Consider Isaiah 45:24 - "In the Lord have I righteousness and strength")
2. Are there persistent sinful patterns in your life that reveal you may be trying to produce righteousness rather than receiving Christ as your righteousness? (Reflect on Philippians 4:13 - "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me")

[00:10:11 - 00:21:03] Segment Two: Grace Alone, Not Works
Key Scriptures:
· Romans 3:20, 24 - "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight... Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."
· Jeremiah 23:6 - "This is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
· Romans 5:17-18 - The "gift of righteousness" and "free gift" unto justification
Ellen White References:
· Christ Our Righteousness, p. 113: "The righteousness of God is embodied in Christ. We receive righteousness by receiving Him."
Scripture consistently opposes grace and works—they are incompatible. Righteousness cannot be earned; it comes from God to us as a gift in justification. We appropriate Christ's righteousness by receiving Him personally, not by extracting virtues piecemeal. When we ask Christ to be our patience, He comes to live His patient life in us. This is radically different from trying to develop patience through self-effort. Justification is always dual: pardon removes sin (the negative) and Christ's righteousness fills the vacuum (the positive).
Reflective Questions:
1. Have you been treating righteousness as something to achieve through spiritual disciplines rather than Someone to receive by faith? (Meditate on Romans 3:22 - "Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe")
2. Are you attempting to extract individual virtues from Christ rather than receiving Him as your living righteousness? (Consider Colossians 1:27 - "Christ in you, the hope of glory")

[00:21:03 - 00:40:00] Segment Three: The Empty House and the Planted Seed
Key Scriptures:
· Matthew 12:43-45 - The parable of the empty house swept clean but left vacant
· John 15:5 - "I am the vine, ye are the branches... without me ye can do nothing."
· Romans 10:3-4 - Israel's error: "going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God."
Ellen White References:
· Review and Herald, January 24, 1893: "It is not enough to make the heart empty. We must have the vacuum filled with the love of God... The soul must be furnished with the graces of the Spirit of God."
· Christ Our Righteousness, p. 119: "As you empty the heart of self, you must accept the righteousness of Christ."
The empty house parable illustrates that pardon alone (removal of sin) leaves a vacuum. Without Christ's righteousness filling that space, demons return with greater force. Using the gardening metaphor, poisonous plants must be uprooted, but Christ as the wise Gardener must plant His seed (righteousness) and tend it. We cannot be the gardener—we produce only weeds. When we refuse Christ's righteousness and attempt to establish our own, we become like the Pharisees: whitewashed tombs, filled with pride and self-focus, repelling those around us. Christ must be both our salvation and our righteousness—the hope of glory dwelling within, transforming us into His likeness.
Reflective Questions:
1. Is your heart an empty house—sins forgiven but no divine occupant producing positive righteousness? (Reflect on the parable in Matthew 12:43-45 and Ellen White's warning about the "empty, swept, and garnished" house)
2. Are you attempting to be your own gardener, or have you surrendered to Christ as the wise Gardener who plants and cultivates righteousness in you? (Consider John 15:5 - "Without me ye can do nothing")

Christ-Centered Personal Appeal
Jesus stands before you today with hands outstretched, offering the priceless treasure of His righteousness. He asks, "Why will you die trying to establish your own righteousness when Mine is freely given?" The world is weary of weak human efforts—they long to see Jesus in you. But they will never see Him until He is both your salvation and your righteousness. This very moment, Christ waits to remove your filthy rags of self-righteousness and clothe you in His spotless robes. Won't you trust Him? Don't diminish His goodness by clinging to the exhausting, miserable existence of trying to be good enough. You are already accepted in Christ—receive Him! Let Him fill the vacuum of your pardoned heart with His living presence. Surrender to the wise Gardener who alone can plant and cultivate righteousness within you. Stop striving and start receiving. Christ in you is your only hope of glory, and He longs to be both your pardon and your power. Will you open the door and invite Him in with His righteousness today?
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