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FOUNDATIONAL OVERVIEW
This sermon establishes that Christ Our Righteousness is the Third Angel's Message in verity—the present truth for God's last-day people. The message is not merely about personal salvation but about God's glory (His character of love) being manifested through transformed human beings to lighten the entire earth. The sermon challenges common misconceptions that minimize this message, revealing it as the loud cry of Revelation 18:1 that will finish God's work.

SEGMENT 1: [00:00-10:00] THE MESSAGE DEFINED
Key Concepts
The message of Christ Our Righteousness is frequently misunderstood and minimized, yet it is the third angel's message in verity and the loud cry that will complete God's work. Many depreciate this message, failing to see its urgency and scope, treating it as optional rather than essential for finishing the gospel commission.
Key Scriptures
· Revelation 14:12 - "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus"
· Revelation 18:1-5 - The angel with great power lightening the earth with glory
· John 14:15 - "If ye love me, keep my commandments"
Ellen White References
· Christ Our Righteousness, p. 64 - "Several have written to me inquiring if the message of justification by faith is the third angel's message. And I have answered, It is the third angel's message in verity."
· Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 91-92 - The Lord sent a precious message through Jones and Waggoner about justification through faith, inviting people to receive Christ's righteousness manifested in obedience
· Christ Our Righteousness, p. 56 - "The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the revelation of the righteousness of Christ"
Reflective Questions
1. How does understanding Christ Our Righteousness as the third angel's message change your perspective on its importance?
Hint: Consider Revelation 14:6-12 and how the final message to the world centers on receiving Christ's righteousness rather than achieving our own.
2. What is the fundamental difference between Babylon's self-righteousness and God's gift of righteousness?
Hint: Compare Daniel 4:30 (Nebuchadnezzar's "I have built") with Philippians 3:9 ("not having mine own righteousness...but that which is through the faith of Christ").

SEGMENT 2: [10:00-20:00] THE GLORY THAT LIGHTS THE EARTH
Key Concepts
The glory spoken of in Revelation 18:1 is God's character of love being revealed through His people. This glory dispels the darkness of misapprehension about God that shrouds the world. The light comes through transformed lives demonstrating good works that reveal what God is truly like—not a tyrant to be feared, but a loving Father to be trusted.
Key Scriptures
· Isaiah 60:1-3 - "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee"
· Matthew 5:14, 16 - "Ye are the light of the world...Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father"
· Exodus 33:18-19; 34:6-7 - God's glory defined as His character: merciful, gracious, longsuffering, abundant in goodness and truth
Ellen White References
· Early Writings, pp. 277-279 - Describes how God's people will literally shine with glory: "The servants of God, endowed with power from on high, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, went forth to proclaim the message from heaven"
· Christ's Object Lessons, p. 414 - "Through the Holy Spirit, God's word is a light as it becomes a transforming power in the life of the receiver"
· Christ's Object Lessons, p. 415 - "It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world...His character is to be made known"
Reflective Questions
1. In what ways have you experienced or witnessed a "misapprehension of God" that creates fear rather than love?
Hint: Reflect on 1 John 4:18 ("perfect love casteth out fear") and how Christ revealed the Father's true character in John 14:9.
2. How does the Holy Spirit transform Bible knowledge into character transformation that produces light?
Hint: Consider 2 Corinthians 3:18 about beholding and being transformed, and how this differs from mere intellectual knowledge.

SEGMENT 3: [20:00-END] THE CREATIVE POWER OF TRANSFORMATION
Key Concepts
God accomplishes this glory-transformation through creative power—the same power that commanded light to shine out of darkness. This is not human effort or striving to be "good enough," but God's goal to be seen in us, revealing His character to a dying world. The focus shifts from our righteousness to Christ our righteousness, from our efforts to His transforming grace.
Key Scriptures
· 2 Corinthians 4:6 - "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ"
· 2 Corinthians 3:18 - "We all...beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory"
· Isaiah 58:6-8 - True religion: loosing bonds, feeding hungry, clothing naked—"Then shall thy light break forth as the morning"
· 1 John 3:2 - "We shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is"
Ellen White References
· Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 415-416 - "The children of God are to manifest his glory. In their own life and character, they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them"
· Ministry of Healing, p. 161 - "It is his glory to pardon the chief of sinners"
· Christ's Object Lessons, p. 417 - "God's glory is to shine forth through his church in lifting up the bowed down and comforting those that mourn"
· SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 984 - "The Spirit of the Lord will so graciously bless consecrated human instrumentalities that men, women, and children will open their lips in praise and thanksgiving, filling the earth with the knowledge of God...as the waters cover the sea"
Reflective Questions
1. What is the difference between trying to be "good enough to be saved" versus allowing God to make you like Him for His glory?
Hint: Examine Ephesians 2:8-10 and how we are created in Christ Jesus "unto good works" rather than saved by them.
2. How does practical ministry to the needy (Isaiah 58) produce the light that reveals God's character?
Hint: Consider James 2:14-17 and how love in action demonstrates the reality of Christ dwelling within.

CHRIST-CENTERED PERSONAL APPEAL
Jesus longs to rise like the morning sun in your heart today, dispelling every darkness of fear, guilt, and misunderstanding about God's character. You may feel too corrupted, too weak, too far gone—but that is precisely where God's glory shines brightest! It is His glory to pardon the chief of sinners and transform the most hopeless cases, revealing to a watching world that He truly is a God of infinite love and power. Stop looking at your weakness and look to Him. The same creative power that commanded "Let there be light" desires to shine in your heart, transforming you from glory to glory until Christ's character radiates through every word and deed. This is not about striving harder or becoming good enough—it is about beholding Him with an open face until His beauty captivates your soul and His love overflows through you to a dying world. The earth is waiting to be lightened with His glory through yielded vessels. Will you let Him shine through you today? He has been waiting so long to reveal Himself in you. May He not have to wait any longer.

Note: This sermon is part of a 32-message series on Christ Our Righteousness. I encourage you to listen to the complete audio at https://pastorbilllehman.org/audio-sermons/ for keen insights, deeper nuggets, and delicate nuances Pastor Lehman has woven throughout this transformative message.

Questions or comments are welcome.  Blessings, Linden Lawrence.  linden@pottershouse.us

