CR01 - Christ Our Righteousness Sermon Summary
Source: https://pastorbilllehman.org/audio-sermons/ 
Prepared by: Linden Lawrence
Email: linden.lawrence@gmail.com 

Main Point 1: Christ Our Righteousness as the Third Angel's Message [00:00:59]
The speaker establishes that the message of Christ Our Righteousness is not merely a passing theological trend, but represents the very essence of the third angel's message prophesied in Revelation. Drawing from Ellen White's writings and biblical prophecy, he emphasizes that justification by faith through Christ's righteousness constitutes the loud cry that will finish God's work on earth. This message stands in stark contrast to Babylon's system of self-righteousness, which relies on human effort and strength. The urgency of our times demands that we understand this is not optional theology but the final message that will prepare the world for Christ's return. Without this understanding, we risk misinterpreting the issues of our day and perpetuating legalistic approaches that corrupt God's intended message.
Self-Introspection Questions:
1. Do I view the message of Christ's righteousness as central to my faith, or do I consider it secondary to other doctrinal teachings?
2. In what ways might I be unconsciously relying on my own efforts rather than fully trusting in Christ's righteousness?
3. How does understanding this message as the "third angel's message" change my sense of urgency about sharing it with others?

Main Point 2: The Glory That Lightens the Earth [00:10:49]
The speaker explores Revelation 18:1-5 and Isaiah 60:1-3 to explain how God's glory will literally shine through His people to lighten the whole earth. This glory is not merely spiritual illumination but represents God's character of love being manifested through the good works and transformed lives of believers. The darkness covering the earth is identified as a misapprehension of God's character - people fear Him because they misunderstand Him. God's people are called to demonstrate His true nature through their lives, showing the world that He is a God of love, not the tyrannical figure many imagine. This manifestation will occur through the Holy Spirit transforming believers until they reflect God's attributes, much like Moses' face shone after encountering God's glory on the mountain.
Self-Introspection Questions:
1. What aspects of God's character do I struggle to understand or accept, and how might this affect how I represent Him to others?
2. In what specific ways can my daily actions and attitudes better reflect God's character of love rather than contributing to misconceptions about Him?
3. Do I rely on threats and fear-based approaches when sharing my faith, or do I demonstrate the attractive character of God's love?

Transitional Insight: The Creative Power of Transformation [00:26:31]
Between examining God's glory and its practical manifestation, the speaker addresses a crucial concern many believers face: the seeming impossibility of becoming like God. He draws a parallel between God's original creative act of commanding light to shine out of darkness and His ongoing work of transformation in human hearts. This is not about human effort or striving to be "good enough" but about allowing the same creative power that spoke worlds into existence to recreate us in righteousness and true holiness. The goal is not self-improvement but God-manifestation - that the world might see Him in us rather than our own efforts at righteousness.

Main Point 3: The Practical Manifestation of God's Glory [00:37:52]
The concluding emphasis focuses on how believers become vessels through which God's glory shines to bless humanity. Drawing from Isaiah 58, the speaker illustrates that our light breaks forth when we engage in practical ministry - feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and addressing both physical and spiritual needs with Christ-like compassion. This is not mere humanitarian work but the natural overflow of hearts transformed by Christ's love. The result will be a tremendous harvest of souls as people are drawn to the light of God's character revealed through His people. The speaker emphasizes that we cannot preach the loud cry - we must live it through every moment, manifesting God's love until the whole earth is filled with the knowledge of His glory.
Self-Introspection Questions:
1. How does my daily life practically demonstrate the love and compassion of Christ to those around me who are struggling?
2. Am I more focused on preaching about God's love or living it out in tangible ways that meet people's real needs?
3. What would change in my community if I truly became a vessel through which God's glory could shine consistently?

Closing Reflection
This sermon challenges listeners to move beyond intellectual understanding of righteousness by faith to experiencing transformational living that reveals God's character to a watching world. The urgency lies not in perfecting ourselves but in surrendering completely to God's transforming power, allowing Him to manifest His glory through our weakness. As the speaker powerfully concludes, God has been waiting many years to shine through His people - may He not have to wait any longer.
Discussion Question: How might our understanding of "readiness" for Christ's return change if we focus on God's glory being revealed through us rather than on our personal spiritual achievements?

I encourage you to listen to Pastor Bill Lehman's audio sermons for keen insights, deeper nuggets, and delicate nuances that he has crafted into his message.
Blessings,
Linden Lawrence

